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St. Stephens sixth-grade students pose as was figures of famous
African American individuals such as Rosa Parks, Michael Jackson,
Vanesa Williams and Kobe Bryant.

Free compost
available
in Newton

One of the goals of Life as Art Productions is to inspire students to embrace a more literate life. This goal is
achieved by providing students with
teaching moments, reading displays,
arts-based activities,and performances of African dance and storytelling.
“The program promotes reading –
it asks kids to read beyond their regular curriculum which we believe will
take them further in life,” Turner said.
From Turner the students learned
the language of traditional West
African dance and the language of
music. During the event, several of the
students and teachers were able to
play various African instruments such
as the talking drum, the shekere and
numerous other stringed and percussion instruments.

Fire

“I like the way the West African
Dance was done,” Sixth-grader Jay Jay
Beatty said.“I like the way the instruments were played. I never knew that
the dances invented by West Africa
were telling stories.”
The third through sixth-grade students were invited to participate in a
poetry, short story or essay contest
prior to the arrival of Turner. One
winner was selected from third,
fourth, fifth and sixth grade. The participants chose to write their poem,
short story or essay from the themes
of ancient African kingdoms (which is
a part of the sixth grade curriculum)
or African American inventors.
The third graders submitted their
own “Anansi The Spider” stories with
a spin and a twist! Anansi is an

African folktale character. He often
takes the shape of a spider and is considered to be the spirit of all knowledge of stories. The students with the
winning entries were allowed to read
their story or poem at the event and
received a certificate and a reading
prize.
“This event was a great integration
of curriculum and a wonderful opportunity for students to embrace diversity in the name of literacy,” Sixth-grade
Academy Social Studies teacher,Sheila
Pinkney said.
“It was an awesome experience
learning about West African culture
and dances,” Sixth-grader Nicholas
Burkett said. “I like the way they presented the information and interacted
with the students.”
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NEWTON, N.C. –Newton will offer free leaf compost at
the city’s Boston Road facility beginning Thursday, March
10.
Compost will be available from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday through Saturday each week until supplies run out. A
small amount of chipper mulch will also be available
while supplies last.
Newton residents and non-residents may pick up the
mulch and compost. City staff will load the mulch and
compost onto trucks or trailers.
For more information or to confirm availability, call
Public Works at 828-695-4310 or the Sanitation Department at 828-695-4294.
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that new construction looks similar to the existing
buildings,” and “the restriction of uses from the downtown core that may not be suitable for downtown Newton,” according to the letter.
The public hearing is set to be held in the council
chambers at Newton City Hall today, Feb. 23, beginning at
7 p.m.
For more information on the public hearing, contact
the city’s Assistant Planning Director Alex Fulbright, or
visit www.newtonnc.gov.

Rubio
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The fire at the Hildebran School House reportedly started around 5 a.m. on Monday morning. Flames completely engulfed the structure,
according to witnesses.
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tionally based on the primary vote, rather than a winner-take-all competition. But North Carolina, the 9th
largest state by population and whose voters narrowly
chose Mitt Romney in the 2012 general election and
Barack Obama in 2008, remains a key state.
In a statement from Rubio's campaign, Tillis mentioned each of their "humble beginnings." During his
2014 campaign, Tillis talked about growing up in a poor
family, and working in a warehouse and living in a trailer
park at age 20.He ultimately graduated from college in his
mid-30s and became a business consultant before entering politics. He and Rubio, the son of Cuban immigrants,
are both first-term senators and former state House
speakers.
"Marco lived the American Dream, and he will ensure
that each and every one of us can do the same," Tillis said
in the statement, adding Rubio "has the unique capability
of drawing new people into the party, which is critically
important in a swing state like North Carolina."
Rubio is seeking to consolidate his support after finishing second to Donald Trump in the South Carolina primary over the weekend and seeing former Florida Gov.
Jeb Bush get out of the race.
The fact that Tillis is making an endorsement is a little
surprising. In early January, when asked by The Associated Press whether he had a GOP presidential endorsement, he responded coyly: "the nominee."
Rubio's campaign apparatus in North Carolina is led by
state Rep. Jason Saine of Lincolnton and Sen. Andrew
Brock of Mocksville. Other top supporters include conservative philanthropist and former state budget director
Art Pope, as well and Raleigh developer John Kane, who
hosted a Rubio fundraiser last month.

around noon on Monday, according to reports. The majority of the old school house was reportedly destroyed by
the fire.
Adjacent to the old school house is the Hildebran Town
Hall, which was not structurally harmed during the fire
but did suffer some smoke related damages.
In order to keep the fire from damaging town hall, fire
crews procured a fire wall to protect the nearby buildings,
according to reports. The fire wall allowed crews to save
some of the school house structure but most of it was
wiped out by the flames.

The Hildebran School House was build in 1917 and
served students until 1987. In 2015, the Hildebran Town
Council voted to demolish the old school, however,
protests from citizens caused a delay in the demolition.
As of press time, no cause of the fire had been determined by investigators. Icard Fire Department initially
handled the blaze at the scene of the fire, however, the
State Bureau of Investigation, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, and the Burke County
Sheriff’s Office have taken over the investigation and will
be handling the scene from now on.
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